INTER-CHRISTIAN MARRIAGES
Mixed Marriages
It is a fact that, the more a couple has in common, the more
likely they are to live together in peace and concord. Shared
faith and traditions spare couples and their children, as well as
their extended families, many serious problems, and help to
strengthen the bonds between them. Even so, the Orthodox
Church will bless marriages between Orthodox and nonOrthodox partners, provided that:
1. The non-Orthodox partner is a Christian who has been
baptized, in water, in the Name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit; and
2. The couple should be willing to baptize their children in the
Orthodox Church and raise and nurture them in accordance
with the Orthodox Faith.
A baptized Orthodox Christian whose wedding has not been
blessed by the Orthodox Church is no longer in good standing
with the Church, and may not receive the Sacraments of the
Church, including Holy Communion, become a Sponsor of an
Orthodox Marriage, Baptism or Chrismation, or receive a
funeral in the Orthodox Church.
A non-Orthodox Christian who marries an Orthodox Christian
does not thereby become a member of the Orthodox Church,
and may not receive the Sacraments, including Holy
Communion, or be buried by the Church, serve on the Parish

Council, or vote in parish assemblies or elections.To
participate in the Church's life, one must be received into the
Church by the Sacrament of Baptism or, in the case of persons
baptized with water in the Holy Trinity (following a period of
instruction), by Chrismation.
Inter-religious Marriages
Canonical and theological reasons preclude the Orthodox
Church from performing the Sacrament of Marriage for
couples where one partner is Orthodox and the other partner is
a non-Christian. As such, Orthodox Christians choosing to
enter such marriages fall out of good standing with their
Church and are unable to actively participate in the life of the
Church.While this stance may seem confusing and rigid, it is
guided by the Orthodox Church's love and concern for its
member's religious and spiritual well-being.

